A2 Asia China Tour

oV, Best Value

7-Day Shanghai, Hangzhou and Suzhou
Cultural Tour

Trip overview

Immerse yourself in the poetic charm, artistic heritage, and dynamic modernity of East China on
this 7-Day Shanghai, Hangzhou, and Suzhou Cultural Tour. This meticulously designed private
journey takes you through the heart of Jiangnan—the prosperous region south of the Yangtze
River celebrated for centuries by poets, emperors, and painters.

Your exploration begins in Shanghai, where the glamorous colonial history of the Bund meets the
soaring skyscrapers of Pudong, showcasing China's futuristic ambition. Next, travel by high-speed
train to Suzhou, the "Venice of the East." Here, you will step into a living canvas of traditional
Chinese aesthetics as you wander through UNESCO-listed classical gardens, listen to the gentle
ripples of ancient canals, and see the intricate art of silk making. The journey then brings you to
Hangzhou, a city of unrivaled romanticism. You will experience a tranquil boat cruise on the
legendary West Lake, stroll through lush green tea plantations, and visit ancient Buddhist temples.
Along the way, you will also wander through a preserved ancient water town, where stone arched
bridges and traditional waterside houses offer a glimpse into an enchanting, timeless China.

Accompanied by an expert private guide and traveling in a comfortable personal vehicle, this
cultural odyssey offers the perfect balance of deep historical discovery and relaxing luxury.

e Durations: 7 Days
e Destinations:

e Tour inquiry: https://www.asiachinatour.com/7-day-shanghai-hangzhou-and-suzhou-cultural-

tour/

Itinerary

Day 1: Touchdown in Shanghai — The Gateway to Tomorrow

Your grand East Asian adventure begins the moment you step off the plane in Shanghai. Clear
customs and emerge into the arrival hall, where your dedicated private local guide and
professional chauffeur will be waiting to offer a warm welcome. Leave the stress of navigating a


https://www.asiachinatour.com/7-day-shanghai-hangzhou-and-suzhou-cultural-tour/
https://www.asiachinatour.com/7-day-shanghai-hangzhou-and-suzhou-cultural-tour/

busy mega-airport behind as your team seamlessly handles your luggage and guides you to a
premium, climate-controlled private vehicle.

Sit back, sink into your leather seat, and enjoy your first look at China's dazzling economic heart
as you travel smoothly toward the city center. Watch the landscape transform from modern
industrial corridors into a staggering architectural forest of iconic skyscrapers. Upon arrival at your
luxury hotel, your guide will manage the entire check-in process for you, taking care of passports
and room key registration behind the scenes. Once settled into your room, spend the rest of the
day relaxing, shaking off your jet lag, or taking a peaceful evening stroll along the historic Bund
waterfront to watch the skyline light up across the Huangpu River.

Meals: None (Self-arranged based on arrival time)

Expert Journey Insights:

Welcome to China! International arrivals can sometimes feel overwhelming, but our seamless VIP
arrival service ensures you travel hands-free. Your private guide will meet you right outside the
baggage exit holding a personalized name board. If you plan to pick up a local data eSIM or
exchange currency at the airport terminal, simply let your guide know—they will gladly lead you to
the most trusted service desks and assist with setup before you head to the vehicle.

Day 2: Cultural Sovereigns & Elite Gastronomy — Private Yu Garden &
Shanghai Museum East

Midday is marked by an exceptional private culinary experience at an exclusive, Michelin-starred
establishment. Indulge in a curated multi-course tasting menu that highlights the pinnacle of
contemporary Chinese gastronomy. Next, enjoy a privately escorted exploration into the classical
aesthetics of Yu Garden. Your specialist guide will decode the philosophical and architectural
geometries hidden within the estate, from the protective firewall dragons to the intricate placement
of pavilions intended to maximize spiritual harmony and tranquility.

This afternoon, cross into Pudong to visit the architectural vanguard of the new Shanghai
Museum East. Bypassing standard queues, explore its premier galleries alongside a dedicated
art history specialist. Track five millennia of imperial civilization through an unparalleled collection
of ancient ritual bronzes, rare Tang and Song Dynasty calligraphy scrolls, and legendary jade
carvings, all housed within an innovative, light-filled architectural masterpiece.

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

VIP Operator Insights:

Our Michelin-starred lunch reservations include priority table selections to ensure a private and
relaxed dining atmosphere. True to our flexible service framework, your private vehicle and
chauffeur will be waiting at the gates of Yu Garden to ensure a fluid, air-conditioned transition
directly over to the Pudong cultural district. Shanghai Museum East features elite independent
curatorial wings and interactive digital history hubs; your private guide will gladly customize your
walking path to focus specifically on your personal historic or artistic interests.

Day 3: Romantic Boulevards & Living Lane Culture — A Journey Into
Shanghai's Elegant Past



Step back in time today to explore the quiet elegance of Shanghai's historic Former French
Concession. Wander down lovely, tree-lined avenues like Wukang Road, Huaihai Road, Fuxing
Road, and Sinan Road, which together protect a treasure trove of European colonial-style
architecture, historic brick villas, and art deco apartments. On a sunny morning, the graceful
leaves of the majestic Chenar trees cast soft, dancing shadows across the pavement, creating a
romantic atmosphere that feels entirely removed from the nearby skyscraper districts. Transition
next into the historic soul of the city with a curated Xujiahui City Walk. This peaceful
neighborhood route weaves together centuries of art and history—bringing you past the serene
Xu Guangqi Tomb, the beautifully designed modern Xujiahui Academy library, the soaring red-
brick spires of the Gothic Catholic Church, and the historic "Little Red House," celebrated as the
birthplace of China's modern recording industry.

Conclude your afternoon by diving into the bustling labyrinth of Tianzifang. This vibrant creative
enclave masterfully preserves Shanghai's traditional Shikumen (stone-gate) houses and narrow
residential alleyways. Explore the maze of lanes to browse unique artisan boutiques selling
handmade crafts, vintage items, and custom local souvenirs. To truly understand the heart of the
city, step right into the real, daily life of the Shanghainese. Slip away from the market stalls into a
quiet, active residential courtyard to share fine tea and warm conversation with a local family
inside their heritage home, offering an authentic look at the traditions that cross generations.

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Expert Journey Insights:

Today is a beautifully paced, deeply immersive walking discovery designed to show you how real
communities thrive inside Shanghai's most historic spaces. The alleyways of Tianzifang are
delightfully narrow and wind like a maze; your guide will easily lead you to the most photogenic
corners and hidden artisan shops. Our home-entry tea session is a highly exclusive, respectful
local exchange; your guide will act as your personal translator, helping you converse effortlessly
with your Shanghainese hosts about daily life, city changes, and time-honored customs.

Day 4: Journey to Hangzhou — Imperial Lakes, Dragon Well Tea Estates &
Ancient Wellness

Board a sleek high-speed train this morning for a comfortable 45-minute transit from Shanghai to
Hangzhou, an ancient southern capital celebrated for centuries as a literal paradise on Earth.
Upon arrival, step directly into a living masterpiece at the legendary West Lake. Boasting over
1,200 years of cultural history, this pristine lake has served as the ultimate muse for generations
of Chinese poets, painters, and emperors. Board a traditional wooden boat to glide across its
tranquil waters, passing elegant stone bridges, weeping willows, and floating pavilions that look
exactly like a classical ink-wash landscape painting.

After your cruise, travel into the misty, rolling hills of the Meijiawu Tea Village, the world-
renowned heartland of authentic West Lake Dragon Well (Longjing) green tea. Here, a local tea
farming family will welcome you with traditional woven bamboo baskets and wide-brimmed hats
before guiding you out into the lush terraced hillsides. Learn the delicate art of identifying and
hand-picking the finest, tender tea buds. Afterward, return to the farmhouse to watch master
roasters demonstrate the intense, hand-fired stir-frying technique used to dehydrate the leaves in
hot iron woks, preserving their vibrant green color and signature nutty aroma. Conclude your
plantation experience by mastering the precise water temperatures and pouring styles required to
brew the perfect cup of this legendary imperial beverage.



This afternoon, immerse yourself in the ancient wisdom of holistic wellness at a living museum of
Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM). Beyond discovering the foundational philosophies of yin
and yang energy balance, watch an exclusive demonstration by experienced pharmaceutical
masters who still practice the rare arts of manual pill-rolling, precise herb-slicing, and custom
prescription compounding using specialized ancient tools. End your day with free time to wander
down the historic pedestrian avenue of Qing He Fang Old Street. This vibrant, beautifully
preserved cultural lane is a true paradise for foodies; use your free time to explore the artisan
stalls and sample legendary local treats like sweet, lucky Dingsheng flower cakes or crispy,
savory Cong Bao Hui scallion wraps.

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Expert Journey Insights:

Today elegantly pairs iconic outdoor landscapes with hands-on agricultural and wellness
traditions. The tea-picking activity takes you directly onto active hillside terraces, so we highly
recommend wearing comfortable, closed-toe walking shoes and sunscreen. For the afternoon
market exploration at Qing He Fang, your local guide will provide a handy digital street map
pointing out the most historic, hygienic snack stalls and trusted souvenir shops, ensuring you can
shop and taste local delicacies with complete peace of mind during your personal free time.

Day 5: Hangzhou Unveiled — From Vibrant Local Markets to Autonomous
Realities

Immerse yourself this morning in the authentic, rhythmic pulse of the city with a visit to a bustling
local fresh market. More than just a simple trading square, this lively neighborhood market serves
as a living gallery of modern Hangzhou life. Stroll past vibrant stalls piled high with seasonal
produce, watch artisans hand-craft traditional regional snacks, and absorb the warm local energy.
After tasting your way through the market, take a dramatic leap directly into the future. Board a
cutting-edge autonomous smart transit shuttle; relax as this driverless vehicle glides smoothly
through the city streets, watching the steering wheel navigate complex turns entirely on its own
using real-time spatial Al.

Next, journey to the sprawling campus of the Alibaba Creative Ecological Park. Once the primary
global nerve center of this world-changing tech giant, this innovative district beautifully
demonstrates how Alibaba and Hangzhou evolved together, nurturing an entrepreneurial spirit
and a smart-city framework that continues to redefine urban living across Asia.

Continue your afternoon at the state-of-the-art Hangzhou Urban Planning Exhibition Hall. This
spectacular facility utilizes mind-bending, interactive VR and AR displays to seamlessly present
the city's ancient roots, its present triumphs, and its highly ambitious blueprint as a green,
innovative, and deeply humanistic metropolis. Conclude your day steps away at the magnificent
City Balcony. Hovering gracefully out over the massive Qiantang River, this elevated architectural
promenade provides majestic, unobstructed panoramic views of the titanium-clad Olympic Sports
Center and the twisting twin towers of the Hangzhou Century Center skyline.

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Expert Journey Insights:

Today's route beautifully juxtaposes the down-to-earth authenticity of South China's market
culture with its most elite modern achievements. The autonomous shuttle ride offers a highly safe,
licensed, and eye-opening glimpse into how China integrates advanced smart-city technology into
public infrastructure. At the City Balcony, depending on the season and weather, your guide will



perfectly time your visit to capture the crisp afternoon river breeze or witness the stunning
architectural light show reflecting off the Qiantang River.

Day 6: Suzhou's Classical Elegance — Intimate Scholar Gardens, Historic
Alleys & Millennial Water Towns

Depart Hangzhou this morning for a scenic, comfortable 1.5-hour private drive covering
approximately 162 kilometers north to Suzhou, legendary as the "Venice of the East." Upon
arrival, step directly into a realm of scholarly tranquility at the breathtaking Master-of-Nets
Garden. While not as sprawling as the Humble Administrator's Garden, this exquisite, UNESCO-
listed sanctuary is celebrated worldwide for its unparalleled sense of intimacy and delicate design.
It is a true miniature masterpiece, masterfully condensing the absolute essence of classical
Chinese landscape philosophy into a series of interconnected courtyards, elegant multi-tiered
pavilions, and hidden stone archways arranged perfectly around a central, crystal-clear water
pool.

Afterward, immerse yourself in the lively local rhythm along Pingjiang Road, a vibrant, living echo
of Suzhou's rich commercial past. Spanning 1,600 meters in length, this historic canal-side
thoroughfare has thrived as a bustling merchant hub since the Song Dynasty. Stroll beneath
weeping willows along the ancient stone flagstones to explore a delightful blend of independent
artisan shops, traditional tea houses, and local food stalls. In the afternoon, journey deep into the
misty waterways of the region to explore Tongli Water Town, a highly picturesque destination
steeped in over a millennium of maritime history. Wander across a magnificent network of historic
stone bridges that gracefully connect charming, preservation-protected river islands. Conclude
your day by boarding a traditional wooden gondola to slide smoothly down the peaceful canals,
catching a rare, unforgettable perspective on the timeless daily lives of the local residents.

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Expert Journey Insights:

Today's route offers an outstanding look into the serene water culture of the Yangtze River Delta.
The Master-of-Nets Garden utilizes incredibly clever visual framing tricks; your guide will show
you the exact viewing angles that imperial scholars used to make small spaces feel infinitely
grand. Tongli Water Town features a mix of historic stone bridges and stone-paved paths that can
sometimes be uneven; we highly suggest wearing supportive walking shoes to ensure a perfectly
comfortable stroll through this living cultural museum.

Day 7: Suzhou to Shanghai — Smooth Airport Transit & Farewell to China

Enjoy a relaxed final breakfast at your hotel as your unforgettable journey through China's imperial
capitals, classical water towns, and futuristic metropolises draws to a beautiful close. At the
designated time, your dedicated private local guide and professional driver will meet you in the
lobby to handle your luggage and escort you on a comfortable, direct intercity transfer from
Suzhou straight to Shanghai Pudong International Airport (PVG) or Shanghai Hongqiao
International Airport (SHA). Sit back and relax in your air-conditioned executive vehicle,
reflecting on a week filled with timeless gardens, ancient tea plantations, and vibrant cultural
connections, knowing every detail of your airport departure is being managed with absolute
precision. We look forward to welcoming you back for another unforgettable adventure in China.



Meals: Breakfast

Expert Journey Insights:

Today's transfer is carefully scheduled around your international or domestic flight departure time
to ensure a completely stress-free experience. The driving distance from Suzhou to Shanghai's
airports varies between 1.5 to 2.5 hours depending on traffic and your specific terminal; your
guide will coordinate the perfect pickup time. Upon arrival at the airport, your guide will escort you
directly to the correct airline check-in counters, assist with luggage porters, and guide you through
the initial tax refund or security clearance lines to ensure a seamless departure.

Booking Policy

Cancellation Policy
Cancellation by Customer

e Cancellation received before 60 days: FREE of charge

Cancellation received from 30 days to 59 days prior arrival date: 20% of total rate

Cancellation received from 15 days to 29 days prior arrival date: 40% of total rate

Cancellation received from 7 days to 14 days prior arrival date: 70% of total rate

Cancellation received less than 7 days prior arrival date or No show: 100% of total rate

Children Policy
The rate for children applicable for one child sharing a twin or double cabin with two adults.

e For infant (<04 years old): Free of Charge
e 04 - 11 years old without bed: 50% adult rate
e 04 - 11 years old with extra bed: 75% adult rate

e Above 11 years old with extra bed: 100% adult rate

Tel:

Bejing: +86 904-6699-222
Chengdu: +86 904-6699-234
Lhasa: +86 904-6699-253
Cambodia; +84 904-6699-555

Address:
Address 1: Floor 4, Global Center, Chengdu, Sichuan, China



Address 2: Chaoyang Road No.21, Guilin, Guangxi, China

Email:

info@asiachinatour.com

Website:

www.asiachinatour.com



