
8 Days Private Tour of Sri Lanka

Trip overview

Embark on a seamless journey across the "Resplendent Isle." This curated 8-day private tour is
designed for travelers who want to see it all without the stress of logistics. From the ancient
engineering marvel of the Sigiriya Lion Rock to the spiritual serenity of the Temple of the Tooth
and the colonial elegance of Galle Fort, we provide more than just a tour—we provide an
immersive experience.

Relax in a private vehicle with your own dedicated driver-guide, enjoy handpicked 4-star
accommodations, and witness the magic of the coastal "sea train" to Colombo. Whether it's your
first tropical escape or a long-awaited culture trip, let us show you the real Sri Lanka. Inquire now
to personalize this 8-day masterpiece.

Durations: 8 Days

Destinations: Colombo - Negombo - Sigiriya - Kandy - Galle - Bentota - Colombo

Tour inquiry: https://www.asiachinatour.com/8-days-private-tour-sri-lanka/

Itinerary

Day 1: Arrival in Colombo & Coastal Retreat in Negombo

Upon your arrival at Bandaranaike International Airport (CMB), your dedicated private driver-
guide will be waiting at the arrival hall. You will enjoy a seamless, 30-minute private transfer to
your hotel in Negombo, a charming coastal town known for its historic fishing industry and golden
beaches. After checking in, the rest of the day is yours to unwind from your flight and soak in the
tropical atmosphere.

Explore Negombo at Your Leisure Negombo faces the vast Indian Ocean, offering the perfect
sunset backdrop.

Beach Strolls: Step outside your hotel to Negombo Beach to enjoy the sea breeze and

watch the traditional "Oruwa" sailing boats.

https://www.asiachinatour.com/8-days-private-tour-sri-lanka/


Local Dining: For an authentic taste of the coast, head to the nearby Jude Restaurant. We

highly recommend the Seafood Platter or the Grilled Mullet. For those craving local

staples, try the Egg Kottu or a classic Sri Lankan Rice and Curry. (Average cost: USD

7–10 per person).

Essential Arrival Information

Connectivity (SIM Card): We recommend Dialog, Sri Lanka's leading network provider. A

30-day tourist plan typically costs USD 5–8. You can easily pick up a SIM card at the 24-

hour airport counters or in downtown Negombo.

Currency & Exchange (LKR): The Sri Lankan Rupee (LKR) is the local currency.

Pro Tip: Exchange your USD/EUR at the airport counters upon arrival—they offer

competitive rates and 24-hour service.

Cash is King: While hotels accept cards, local markets and small eateries operate on

cash. Avoid using cards at small street vendors to ensure security.

Note: Banks usually have limited hours (9:00 AM – 1:00 PM), so the airport remains

the most convenient option.

Accommodation: Jetwing Sea Hotel, Negombo (4-Star Beachfront) or similar

Day 2: Coastal Heritage to Cultural Triangle – Dambulla & Sigiriya

Morning: The Rhythms of Negombo's Fishing Life Start your day at dawn to witness the
authentic soul of Negombo.

Negombo Fish Market (Lellama): At 6:00 AM, the beach transforms into a theater of local

life. Watch as traditional outrigger boats return with their overnight catch. From sun-drying

rows of fish on the sand to the lively auctions, it's a sensory explosion.

Insider Tip: Wear easy-to-clean shoes as the market floor can be wet.

Lellama Fishing Village: Stroll through this tranquil seaside community. Meet the

hospitable locals—often called the "Land of Smiles"—and observe the age-old craft of net

mending and boat repair.



The Dutch Canal (Hamilton Canal): Explore the historic 120km waterway built during the

colonial era. Today, a scenic 9km stretch remains, lined with vibrant bungalows and colorful

boats, offering a peaceful glimpse into Sri Lanka's colonial past.

Afternoon: The Spiritual Grandeur of Dambulla After a 3-hour scenic drive into the heart of the
Cultural Triangle, we reach a masterpiece of ancient Buddhist art.

Dambulla Cave Temple (UNESCO World Heritage): Perched on a hillside with sweeping

vistas of the surrounding jungle and distant Lion Rock, this 2,000-year-old complex consists

of five majestic caves.

Sacred Artistry: Step inside to discover over 150 Buddha statues, including a colossal

reclining Buddha with vividly preserved painted soles. Marvel at the intricate ceiling murals

that depict the life of Shakyamuni Buddha, their colors remaining remarkably bright despite

the passage of centuries.

Travel Different: Your Sanctuary in the Sigiriya Forest As evening falls, we retreat to the
serene jungles of Sigiriya.

Immersive Stay: Your hotel is nestled deep within a forest sanctuary. Don't be surprised if

you encounter friendly monkeys or tiny lizards near your balcony—it’s all part of the

authentic jungle experience. Embrace the peaceful sounds of nature as you prepare for

tomorrow's ascent of the Lion Rock.

Meals: Breakfast

Accommodation: Amaara Forest Hotel Sigiriya (4-Star Eco-Luxury) or similar

Day 3: The "Lion Rock" Ascent & Immersive Village Heritage

Morning: Conquering the 8th Wonder of the World Prepare for an awe-inspiring climb as we
explore the Sigiriya Rock Fortress, a 1,500-year-old sky palace rising 200 meters (650 ft) above
the jungle floor.

Ancient Engineering: Walk through the meticulously designed Water Gardens, where the

hydraulic systems still function after a millennium.

The Lion's Gate: Begin your ascent through the colossal Lion's Paws. Though time has

weathered the lion's head, the sheer scale of the ruins evokes the grandeur of King



Kasyapa's reign.

Art & History: Halfway up, marvel at the vibrant Sigiriya Frescoes, featuring ethereal

maidens in ornate headdresses. Pass the legendary Mirror Wall, once polished with an

egg-white glaze to reflect the king's image.

The Summit: Reach the top to find the ruins of the royal palace complex. From the bathing

pools to the banquet halls, enjoy a 360-degree panoramic view of the vast emerald plains

and misty forests of the Cultural Triangle.

Insider Tip: While climbing, follow your private guide closely for the safest routes. To ensure a
seamless experience, we advise declining unsolicited assistance from local "helpers" as they
typically expect a tip.

Afternoon: A "Farm-to-Table" Experience at Hiriwadunna Village Leave the heights behind
and delve into the rustic charm of the Hiriwadunna lakeside village.

Authentic Living: Experience a traditional bullock cart ride through the village, where wild

peacocks roam freely and elephants are occasional neighbors.

Culinary Heritage: Visit a local home for a private cooking demonstration. Witness the art

of crafting Sri Lankan Rice & Curry using ancient clay pots and wood-fired stoves. Enjoy

your lunch paired with a refreshing, hand-picked King Coconut.

Lakeside Serenity: End your afternoon with a peaceful Catamaran boat ride on the mirror-

like lake, offering a unique perspective of the Lion Rock in the distance.

Return to your forest hotel to unwind amidst the sounds of the jungle.

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Accommodation: Amaara Forest Hotel Sigiriya (4-Star Eco-Luxury) or similar

Day 4: Spiritual Capital of Kandy – Spice Gardens & Sacred Heritage

Morning: A Sensory Journey Through the Hills Farewell to the jungle as we begin our scenic
drive to the lush hill country.

Matale Spice Garden: En route, discover why Sri Lanka has been a global trade hub for

centuries. Spices are the nation's "green gold." Walk through a fragrant garden to see

cinnamon, cardamom, and vanilla in their natural habitat.



Insider Tip: The gardens are lush, so remember to bring mosquito repellent for a

comfortable stroll.

Afternoon: The Sacred Heart of the Kingdom Arrive in Kandy, the last capital of the ancient
Sinhalese kings and a prestigious cornerstone of the Cultural Triangle.

Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic (Sri Dalada Maligawa): Visit the majestic 400-year-old

sanctuary that houses the most sacred relic in the Buddhist world—the tooth of the Buddha.

Symbolism & Artistry: Admire the temple's iconic white exterior, symbolizing purity.

Witness the serene devotion of local pilgrims dressed in white, holding lotus blossoms.

Inside, explore a treasury of golden murals and masterful Kandyan wood carvings.

The Sacred Relic: Learn the fascinating 4th-century legend of how the relic was smuggled

into the island by a princess, forever becoming a symbol of royal sovereignty.

Cultural Etiquette: To show respect, please wear clothing that covers both shoulders and
knees. As shoes must be removed, we recommend wearing a pair of thick socks to protect your
feet from the sun-warmed stone floors.

Evening: The Fire & Rhythm of Kandyan Dance Conclude your day with an exhilarating
Kandyan Cultural Performance.

Ancient Rituals: Experience a dance tradition that began as sacrificial rituals and evolved

into a vibrant celebration of island life.

The Spectacle: Marvel at performers imitating the graceful movements of peacocks and

eagles, followed by gravity-defying acrobatics and the legendary Fire Walking ceremony.

Relax and overnight at your premium hotel overlooking the misty hills of Kandy.

Meals: Breakfast

Accommodation: Radisson Hotel Kandy (4-Star Premium) or similar

Day 5: Botanical Wonders & Lakeside Leisure in Kandy

Morning: Exploring the Royal Botanic Gardens, Peradeniya After breakfast, join your private
guide for a refreshing stroll through the Royal Botanic Gardens, Peradeniya.

Imperial History: Originally reserved for the Kandyan royalty, this is now the largest and

most prestigious botanical sanctuary in Sri Lanka.



Botanical Highlights: Bordered by the scenic Mahaweli River, the gardens house over

4,000 species of tropical flora. Don't miss the legendary Orchid House, featuring 500+

species, including the world's largest orchid.

A Living History: Visit the Memorial Trees section to see trees planted by historical icons,

including King Edward VII and Yuri Gagarin, the first human in space.

Afternoon: Kandy at Your Own Pace After returning to the city center, the rest of the day is
yours for personal discovery.

Kandy Lake Stroll: Walk along the serene banks of the lake, the heart of the city's spiritual

and social life.

Local Markets: Immerse yourself in the Kandy Central Market to find exotic fruits, hand-

carved handicrafts, and world-renowned Ceylon spices.

Heritage Crafts: Explore the artistry of Batik-making at a local factory or learn about the

island's tectonic treasures at a Gem Museum (ideal for education on gemstone

classification and history).

Insider Dinner Recommendation: Hideout Lounge For a memorable evening, we suggest
dining at the Hideout Lounge on the eastern shore of Kandy Lake.

The Vibe: Relax on the second-floor terrace with panoramic views of the water.

Signature Dishes: Try the famous Black Pork Curry for a spicy local kick, or their popular

western-style chicken spaghetti.

Budget: Approx. USD 10 per person. (52 Sangaraja Mawatha, Kandy).

Meals: Breakfast

Accommodation: Radisson Hotel Kandy (4-Star Premium) or similar

Day 6: From Highlands to High Seas – Ceylon Tea & Galle's Colonial Charm

Morning: The Art of World-Class Ceylon Tea Farewell to the hills as we drive towards the
coast, stopping first at the Giragama Tea Factory.

The "Cleanest Tea" in the World: Learn why Sri Lanka is the world's 4th largest tea

producer. With a strict no-chemical-fertilizer policy, Ceylon tea is celebrated globally for its



purity.

Seed to Cup: Explore the rolling Tea Plantations and witness the intricate traditional

process of withering, rolling, fermentation, and drying.

Silver Tips Discovery: Beyond the famous Black Tea, discover the exquisite White Tea

(Silver Tips)—the most prized variety in the island. Enjoy a fresh tasting session amidst the

aromatic tea bushes.

Afternoon: Exploring the Galle Dutch Fort (UNESCO World Heritage) Continue to the
southern coast to enter the historic gates of Galle, the only European-style fort city in Sri Lanka
and a prestigious UNESCO site.

Colonial Elegance: Wander through narrow cobblestone streets lined with over 400 ancient

buildings from the 16th and 17th centuries. While the architecture is distinctly European, the

vibrant local life and the scent of spices in the air remind you that you are in the heart of

South Asia.

Traces of History: Look for the year signs on the colorful walls of the bungalows. The

weathered wooden doors and vintage windows tell stories of centuries past.

The Iconic Lighthouse: Walk along the massive ramparts to the Galle Lighthouse. This

brilliant white landmark at the ocean's edge is the perfect spot for sunset photography and

panoramic views of the Indian Ocean.

Pro-Tip for Travelers: The coastal sun can be intense. We recommend wearing high-SPF
sunscreen, a wide-brimmed hat, and polarized sunglasses to enjoy your walk along the ramparts
comfortably.

Evening: Beachside Relaxation in Bentota Finally, we arrive in Bentota, the golden mile of Sri
Lanka's west coast. Check in to your luxury beachfront resort and let the sound of the waves
soothe your evening.

Meals: Breakfast

Accommodation: NH Bentota Ceysands Resort (4-Star Beachfront Luxury) or similar

Day 7: Mangrove Safaris & the Legendary "Sea Train" to Colombo

Morning: Exploring the Madu River Wetlands Immerse yourself in a vibrant ecosystem with an
adventurous Madu River Boat Safari.



Biodiversity Hub: Navigate through ancient mangrove tunnels and intricate river channels.

With over 60 islands, this area is a sanctuary for 200+ animal species. Keep your camera

ready for monitor lizards, crocodiles, and exotic kingfishers.

Cinnamon Island: Visit a local island dedicated to Sri Lanka's world-famous spice. Sip on

fresh Cinnamon Tea and witness the traditional peeling techniques passed down through

generations.

Fish Therapy: For a unique experience, stop at a floating deck for a ticklish "fish spa" in the

river's natural waters.

Pro Tip: Wear insect repellent as the mangrove environment is lush and tropical.

Noon: Sea Turtle Conservation & Rescue Visit a Sea Turtle Conservation Project dedicated
to protecting the ocean's most vulnerable inhabitants.

Hatching Hope: Learn how conservationists achieve a 90% hatching rate to save

endangered sea turtle species.

Rescue Center: See newborn hatchlings in their sand pools and meet the rescued adult

turtles being rehabilitated for release back into the Indian Ocean.

Highlight Experience: The "Spirited Away" Coastal Train In the afternoon, embark on one of
the world's most scenic rail journeys—the coastal train from Bentota to Colombo.

Ocean Views: As the tracks run parallel to the shore, the train appears to glide across the

waves, reminiscent of the iconic scenes from the Ghibli masterpiece "Spirited Away."

Photography Tip: Secure a seat on the left-hand side for uninterrupted views of the

turquoise sea. While the open-door vintage carriages are charming, please stay safe and

avoid leaning out while the train is in motion.

Travel Logistics: Advance online booking is unavailable for this local route. Your private driver-
guide will assist with ticket purchases at the station. In the event of a sell-out, you will be escorted
to Colombo via a comfortable private vehicle, ensuring a seamless arrival.

Evening: Colombo's Urban Sophistication Upon arrival in the capital, enjoy a night of refined
dining and wellness.

Dinner Recommendation: Visit The Avenue, a lush, garden-set restaurant known for its

chic atmosphere and premium burgers (Approx. USD 12/person).



Self-Care: Rejuvenate at Spa Ceylon Luxury Ayurveda, located nearby on Galle Road.

Indulge in traditional herb-infused oil massages that exemplify Sri Lankan wellness.

Meals: Breakfast

Accommodation: Radisson Hotel Colombo (4-Star Ocean View) or similar

Day 8: Departure from Colombo & Onward Journey

Farewell to the Resplendent Isle After breakfast, your private driver-guide will assist you with
the hotel check-out process. You will be transferred in comfort to Bandaranaike International
Airport (CMB), timed perfectly for your departure flight. As you head home, we hope the
memories of ancient rock fortresses, misty tea plantations, and the azure Indian Ocean stay with
you forever.

Recommendation for Late Departures: Exploring Colombo's Pride If your flight departs in the
afternoon or evening, take a final cultural detour in the capital:

Independence Square & Memorial Hall: Visit this majestic stone monument that

commemorates Sri Lanka's independence from British rule. The intricate Kandyan-style

carvings and serene atmosphere make it an ideal spot for final photographs and a quiet

stroll.

Extend Your Adventure with Asia China Tour The journey doesn't have to end here! If you
have more time to explore the wonders of South Asia, we can seamlessly extend your itinerary to
include:

Mirissa: For world-class Blue Whale watching and pristine surfing beaches.

Polonnaruwa: To explore the sprawling ruins of Sri Lanka's second ancient capital.

Multi-Country Expeditions: Looking to cross borders? We specialize in tailor-made

private tours to India (The Golden Triangle) and Bangladesh (Heritage of Dhaka).

Contact our travel experts today to customize your next dream getaway!

Meals: Breakfast

Booking Policy

Cancellation Policy

about-us/contact-us/


Cancellation by Customer

Cancellation received before 60 days: FREE of charge

Cancellation received from 30 days to 59 days prior arrival date: 20% of total rate

Cancellation received from 15 days to 29 days prior arrival date: 40% of total rate

Cancellation received from 7 days to 14 days prior arrival date: 70% of total rate

Cancellation received less than 7 days prior arrival date or No show: 100% of total rate

Children Policy

The rate for children applicable for one child sharing a twin or double cabin with two adults.

For infant (<04 years old): Free of Charge

04 - 11 years old without bed: 50% adult rate

04 - 11 years old with extra bed: 75% adult rate

Above 11 years old with extra bed: 100% adult rate

Tel:

Bejing: +86 904-6699-222
Chengdu: +86 904-6699-234
Lhasa: +86 904-6699-253
Cambodia: +84 904-6699-555

Address:

Address 1: Floor 4, Global Center, Chengdu, Sichuan, China

Address 2: Chaoyang Road No.21, Guilin, Guangxi, China

Email:

info@asiachinatour.com

Website:

www.asiachinatour.com


